
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
One night, my wife and I were out to dinner with another pastor and his wife. I was focused on the conversation, and I missed 
my wife’s discreet attempts to get my attention. After dinner, my wife pointed out that there had been food in my beard all 
night! My wife loves me and wanted what was best for me, but I wasn’t tuned in enough to listen. To a far greater degree, 
the Holy Spirit loves us unlike anyone else. Yet sometimes, we’re too busy to listen. Since we cannot see Him, how does the 
Spirit communicate God’s plan? In 1 Corinthians, Paul spoke on the role of the Holy Spirit in helping us know God’s will.

 Y Whose advice do you often recall even years later?

1 CORINTHIANS 2:9-11
Many times we don’t know what we should ask from God. Of all the things we could request from Him, what is best for 
us? Some world religions portray God as a distant, unknowable deity who cannot be approached by mere mortals. Others 
view Him as a mysterious god who remains hidden. It is only Christianity that understands God as the Trinity: No one can 
know what is in a person’s mind. Only a person’s spirit knows what he or she thinks or intends to do. Likewise, only the 
Holy Spirit knows what God thinks and intends for His creation. Tragically, many Christians aren’t sensitive to the Spirit. Yet 
Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would work in our lives in the same way the Holy Spirit related to His twelve disciples (John 
14:16-17). Just as Jesus taught His disciples to have faith, so the Spirit will teach us to trust and obey God. There may be 
times in our lives when we desire things other than God’s best for us. However, when we trust Him and are surrendered to 
His will, the Holy Spirit will open our eyes to what God ultimately desires for us. 

 Y How can we discern whether it’s the Holy Spirit who is speaking to and leading us?
 Y When has the Holy Spirit revealed God’s will to you in a clear way?

1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-8
We often fail to spend enough time with God allowing Him to impart His thoughts into our hearts and minds. Paul said 
he was speaking wisdom for those who were spiritually mature, but those who think like the world would be unable to 
comprehend what he was saying. The more mature we are in Christ, the more God’s Word makes sense to us. God’s 
wisdom is a “hidden wisdom.” This means God’s truth cannot be discovered apart from the Holy Spirit’s revealing it. God’s 
ultimate wisdom is connected to the person and work of Christ. When we understand God’s wisdom, we see Jesus Christ 
for who He truly is. 

 Y What truths about God seem difficult to believe for many people in our culture?
 Y Where do you see key differences between God’s wisdom and the wisdom of the world?

1 CORINTHIANS 2:12-16
Paul made it clear that unspiritual people cannot understand people who live for God. Non-believers will often be 
confused by the ways we live, because Christians’ values and perspectives on life are based on things the world can’t 
appreciate. Christians just don’t make sense to non-believers! Paul wrapped up this chapter by declaring, “But we have 
the mind of Christ.” This is the ultimate spiritual maturity which the Holy Spirit is leading us to. We are to think the same 
way Christ does. We may wish this happened immediately after coming to faith, but it doesn’t work that way. Learning 
to think as Christ does takes a lifetime of dedication to reading God’s Word and listening to the Spirit. As we grow in our 
ability to think with the mind of Christ, we more readily discern the voice of the Spirit from the other voices telling us what 
to do. The Holy Spirit will lead you in God’s will for your life. Listen to Him. He knows where He is taking you!

 Y When have you seen God’s wisdom treated as foolishness?
 Y What does it mean to have the mind of Christ?
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HOW TO KNOW GOD’S WILL
God’s Will and the Holy Spirit  //  1 Corinthians 2:6-16

THE POINT:  The Holy Spirit will guide us in knowing God’s will.



LIVE IT OUT

CULTURE
The Bible contrasts living by the flesh with living by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-17). Fleshly living, which is practiced by worldly people, 
is characterized by selfishness and indulgence and goes against God’s desires for us. To live by the Spirit, on the other hand, 
involves living sacrificially for the sake of God and other people.

  Read Galatians 5:19-21. 
How do you see these characteristics in the ways people live today?

  Read Galatians 5:22-23.
How specifically is God calling you to grow in serving others and in demonstrating His power to non-believers?

COMMUNITY
The Holy Spirit produces unity among the diverse body of believers (Eph. 4:3-4). This happens as we each use our gifts for the 
good of others, and when we treat others with patience, humility, and gentleness.

  How does living this way toward others promote unity? Why is unity so important?

  What role does the Spirit play in making this a reality?

  What will you do this week to show love and promote unity with others in your church?

CHRIST
While Jesus was on earth, He taught His disciples the truth about matters of faith. And before He left, He promised that, in His 
absence, the Father would send the Spirit to continue to teach us (John 14:26). We have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us, and 
His role is leading us in knowing God’s will and empowering you to carry it out.

  What is the Spirit currently seeking to do in and through you?

  Thank God for the presence of His Holy Spirit in your life. Express a desire to let Him lead you in what you think and do.
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